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urban Mexico? An estimate from the first Mexican
survey on gun ownership 2017

David Perez Espalza,' David Her’nerl\t\fay2

ABSTRACT
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Indeed, the ise in crinse and violence in Mexico in
the past decade has had multiple deleterious efiecte
on the Mexican population. These include a0
increase in the perceived vulnesability of violence”
as measured by public health experts. 7 The wral
cost crime and imsecurity represented 1.1% of the
gross domestic

To date, there have been few published studies
of gun ownership and artitudes aboat guns in
Mexico. We could find oaly one national survey,
from Rarametria, which included theee fireaem
questions. Here we report an a recent and more
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INTRODUCTION
Mesxicn has a serious firearms problem, a problem
that has been increasing in recent years. This

increase appears linked predominantly to the
narco wass of the drug castels* * fallowed by spatial
dispersion of the violence. * The lethality of the
ings has been exacerbated by the expiration of
the Federal Assault Weapons Ban in the bordering
USA in 2004, with the gun—csime connection
mediated by local poliical conditions *
exico has some of the strictest gun laws in the
icy is 0 strict that, as of 2013, ouly
vy private citacns (2.6 per 100000 population)
held a valid legal gun license in Mexico. ' While,
historically, ooly a small peoportion of crimes
involved the we of firearms, the use of guns in
crime has been rising disproportionately. Curreatly,
over tworthisds of homicides are committed with
firearms, and gun use in other crimes—such as
rce robbery o kidnapping—hus increased 35%
i the ast §years. " '
Evidence from confiscated guns and firearms-re-
Lated injuries also iadicates thar these has been 3
cecent incresse in the availability of illegal fircasess
in Mexico The ilegal possession of fircaress
cureently eanks thied 25 3 cause of imprisonment.
Gun violence associated with these illegal fire-
arms s already impacting long-term trends of
mortality. After a substantial and  continuous
increase in life expectancy throughout the 20th
wury, gun violence is a leading faceor causing a
h]lmMcxrcm mx:xmxmmmzmcmxm“

survey of urhan Mexicans dealing
with three issues: (4) gun ownerships () noa-gun

ership; and (C) attirudes about frure Mexican
gun policy. We present evidence on how many gans
Mexican gun owners possess, when they acquired
them and why they own them. For nen-owners
we ceport on their likelibood of becoming gun
owners, and for all respondents we report on their
positions about general and specific public policics
conceening firearms. The survey resubis provide
useful foundational information related to guns in
urban Mexico.

METHODS

Daca for this sudy come from a houschold tele-
phone survey conducied in the summer of 2017 by
the research firm Estadistica Aplicada. The specific
topic of the survey was nos disclosed beforchand
o the potential interviewees; respondents did not
initially know they would be asked questions about
guns. Tnstead they were asked 10 answer a survey
whose eesults would permir a betier understanding
of life in Mexico,

O 9611 respondents contacted, 1361 completed
the survey, for a response rate of 14.206, The
survey focused on nine cities in Mesico with more
than S00000 inhabitants that represeat all regions
(Mexico City, Guadalajara, Monterrey, Puebla,
Tijuana, Mérida, Veracruz, Oaxaca and Ciudad
Victoria). Excluding theie meteopolitan aeess, these
cities alone account for 20million people, about
one-sixth of the Mexican population.

Stratification by city (established quota relative
for each city) was incorporated into the sampling
design. Data were statistically weighted using the
software IBM SPSS Statistics 22. to ensure that the
sample reflects the urban population. The smpling
ervor for the overall results is £2.7%. The ques-
tionnaice was adminiscered in Spanish, and multiple
answers were allowed when applicable.
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Background

In December 2017, the Injury Prevention
Journal published the results of the
First Mexican Survey on Gun Ownership

This document contains the supplementary
material regarding the methodology, as well
as the key results on:

 Citizen’s knowledge regarding gun policy
« Estimated gun ownership
« Understanding the non-gun ownership

Other issues related with gun policy




1. Methodology
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Methodology

« The First Mexican Survey on Gun Ownership 2017 included 1,361 telephone
guestionnaires across nine important cities in Mexico (approx. 150 participants per

city).

« Excluding their metropolitan areas, these nine cities are populated by 500,000
inhabitants or more.

e These nine cities sum 20,894,444 inhabitants in total, and concentrate

approximately one out of six Mexicans -as the national population is about 127
millions.




Methodology

The geographical distribution of these cities aims to capture all the regional
dynamics of the country (i.e. the sample represents all regions: north, south, west
and southeast of Mexico).

» Mexico City

» Guadalajara

* Monterrey

* Puebla
 Tijuana

* Mérida

* Veracruz
 Oaxaca

* Ciudad Victoria

The survey uses weights. The results are accurate at the 95% confidence level,
and a margin of error of +/- 2.7%. The survey was conducted by the specialized
research firm Estadistica Aplicada.
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Methodology

Gender Female Male N.S.E A/B/C+ C/C- D+/D
% 51% 49% % 22% 36 42
# 694 667 # 301 489 571
Age 18to30 | 31to50 | 51to 65
% 41% 44% 15%
# 552 600 209
City Mexico City | Guadalajara Monterrey Puebla Tijuana Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria
% 30% 15 12 10 10 8 5 5 5
# 408 204 163 136 136 109 68 68 68




2. Results




2.1 Citizens’ knowledge regarding the Mexican gun policy




1. Do you know what does the Mexican Constitution
protect in its 10t Article?

Participants responding ‘yes’

6
4 54
% 3
2|1I1|I21
n - - E - B

México City Guadalajara Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Ciudad Victoria Tijuana Total (1,361)
(408) (204) (163) (136) (109) (68) (68) (68) (136)

Base: All participants



2. For those who answered yes,
What does it say?

12
31
8
% 100 100 100 3 100
88
69 76
43
Mexico City Guadalajara Monterrey (2) Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Ciudad Tijuana Total
(6) (11) (5) (1) (3) (2) Victoria (1) (2) (35)

B The right to own a gun in your household B Other B Doesn’t know

Base: All who said they know



3. How familiar are you with the legal framework
on gun possession in Mexico?

27
32 32
2 33 34 40 33 1 3
44 i
% i
57 i
52 53 50 !
Mexico City Guadalajara Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana Total
(408) (204) (163) (136) (109) (68) (68) (68) (136) (1,361)
B Extremely familiar (4) ™ Moderately familiar (3) © Somewhat familiar (2)  Slightly familiarity (1) ™ Not at all familiar (0)
Average 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.7 1.0 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.8
(0to 4):

Base: All participants



4. If a Mexican citizen wants to acquire a gun,
where should he/she go? (%)

80

7

B Secretariat of National
Defense (SEDENA)
B Secretariat of the
Interior (SEGOB)
m Secretariat of the Navy
% 40 (SEMAR)
3 M Secretariat of Finance
(SHCP)
2 M Secretariat of Foreign
Affairs (SRE)
1
II I II I II II II II II = National Commission
- I. - I.- H= W - I - - - for Security (CNS)

Mexico City Guadalajara Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana Total
(408) (204) (163) (136) (109) (68) (68) (68) (136) (1,361)

o

D
o

(%)
o

o

o

o

o

Base: All participants



5. Can Mexican citizens possess firearms,
as those used by the Army (i.e. same caliber)?

% .
83
73 73 76 77 82 77 75
2 -1 4 - 1 2 5 2

77

2

Mexico City Guadalajara  Monterrey Puebla Meérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana
(408) (204) (163) (136) (109) (68) (68) (68) (136)
¥ Yes ¥ No “ No answer

Base: All participants

Total
(1,361)



6. How much do you agree with the idea that any Mexican
can possess a gun, such as pistol, revolver, shotgun, etc.?

5 3 ) 4 10 9 4 5
14
pA
27 24 " 22 24
7 34 37
8
9 10
% 7
43 47
= 2
39 42 37
25 24 21
t 14 10 11 12 19
Mexico City  Guadalajara  Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana Total
(408) (204) (163) (136) (109) (68) (68) (68) (136) (1,361)
B Strongly agree (5) 7 Agree (4) Indifferent (3) I Disagree (2) B Strongly disagree (1)
Average 24 2.6 2.3 2.7 2.3 2.9 2.8 2.9 2.4 2.5
(1 to5):

Base: All participants



2.2 Estimated gun ownership




7. Do you know someone (e.g. neighbor, friend or relative)
who has a gun in their households, vehicles or places of work?

%
82 83
72 73 72 70 76 76 74

Mexico City Guadalajara  Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana Total
(408) (204) (163) (136) (109) (68) (68) (68) (136) (1,361)
B Yes H No “ No answer

Base: All participants



8. Do you, or arelative of you living in the same household, has a gun?

%
95 97 91 94 94 | 97

Mexico City  Guadalajara  Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana Total
(408) (204) (163) (136) (109) (68) (68) (68) (136) (1,361)
B Yes H No  No answer

Base: All participants
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80
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% 60
50

40

30

2

o

1

o

o

Average
(1to5):

9. How many guns do you have at home?
(those who said they have)

Mexico City ~ Guadalajara  Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana Total

) ) (4) 3) (4) (4) 3) 3) (1) (40)
lgun ®2guns ®3guns M 4guns M5guns

1.0 1.3 2.1 2.4 1.2 1.1 1.7 1.0 1.0 1.4

Base: All participants who said they have a gun



10. Why did you obtain a gun?
(those who said they have bought one or more)

Mexico City  Guadalajara  Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana Total

) (9) (4) 3) (4) (4) 3) 3) (1) (40)

90
80
70

60

%

o

4

o

3

o

2

o

1

o

o

B Self-defense ™ Hunting = Collection

Base: All participants who said they have a gun. More than one answer is considered.



100
90
80
70
% 60
50
40
30

2

o

[
o

o

11. How did you obtain your last gun?
(those who said they have one)

Mexico City Guadalajara Monterrey Puebla Mérida
(9) 9 (4) (3) (4)

B |t was a gift (friend or relative) B Mexican Army gun show

B Specialized store ¥ Informal market (bazar)

Base: All participants who said they have a gun.

Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tij

(4) (3) (3)
B Bought it (friend or relative)

B |n a gun show

uana Total
(1) (40)

B En una Localidad



12. How long ago did you obtain your last gun?
(those who said they bought one or more)

70
60

50

% 4
3
2
1 | |
d 116

Mexico City Guadalajara  Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana Total

(9) (9) (4) (3) (4) (4) (3) (3) (1) (40)

B | ess than one year M QOneyearago ™ Two-threeyearsago ™ Four-five years ago Six-ten years ago More than 10 years ago

o

o

o

o

Average years: 4.9 8.2 7.7 6.2 5.1 8.4 1.8 2.2 9.3 6.0

Base: All participants who said they have a gun.



10,000

9,000

8,000

7,000

6,000

5,000

4,000

3,000

2,000

1,000

5,000

Mexico City Guadalajara

(9)

13. How much did you pay for your last gun?

4,401

(9)

(those who said they bought one or more)

8,966 8,973
8,516
7,134
5,000
Don’t Don’t
know know
Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana

(4) 3) (4) (4) (3) (3) (1)

Base: All participants who said they have a gun. Prices in Mexican Pesos (1 British Pound = 23 Mexican Pesos. // 1 US Dollar = 17 Mexican Pesos)

6,450

Total
(40)



14. How easy was for you to get this gun?
(those who said they bought one or more)

14 5 16

26 23 31
45 14
55 57
65 69
38 30
%
56
74
55
39 39 .= 43
9
7
Mexico City Guadalajara Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana Total (40)
) ) (4) 3) (4) (4) 3) (3) (1)
Very easy (5) ¥ Easy (4) M Regular (3) B Difficult (2) B Very difficult (1)
Average
Scale 110 5+ 35 3.2 4.2 4.3 21 2.9 4.3 3.6 26 3.4

Base: All participants who said they have a gun.



15. How much would you be interested in participating in a ‘buy-back
program’? (those who said they bought one gun or more)

9| 12 N
B 13
39 40 13 IR
57 ;
%
100 100 |
81 ’
60
22

58
Mexico City Guadalajara Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana Total
9) 9) (4) (3) (4) (4) (3) (3) (1) (40)
B Very interested (5) ™ Interested (4) Indifferent (3) A bitinterested (2) M Not really interested (1)
Average
Scale 110 5- 1.0 2.0 1.0 2.7 24 2.2 13 4.0 2.9 1.9

Base: All participants who said they have a gun.



2.3 Understanding the non-gun ownership




16. What are the main reasons for you not having agun in
your household? (those who do not report to have gun)

50
45
40
35
30
0,
/0 25
20
15
10
“’ ||| | | | ||I b 1L L 0HF Tl Dol R
0 I . | 1kl o L i KT
Mexico City ~ Guadalajara Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana Total
(398) (195) (159) (133) (104) (63) (64) (65) (135) (1,315)
B | don’tneedit ¥ Its hard to get it I don't like guns
B | would need a permit B | haven't thought about it M |t's dangerous
@1 don’tlike violence B 1t's not safe for children

Base: Entrevistados que no cuentan con un arma de fuego



17. How likely is for you to get a gun in the near future?
(those who do not report to have gun)

E— E— ] | _ ] ]
w 5 B B A
14 11 13 10
16 !
10 !
23 5 28
= 31 22 32 24 |
25 i
%
68
61 | 59
56 !
55 53 53 48 55 |
Mexico City Guadalajara  Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana Total
(398) (195) (159) (133) (104) (63) (64) (65) (135) (1,315)
M Likely / very likely (4) Neutral (3) H Unlikely (2) B Extremely unlikely (1)
Average
Scale 1 to 4: 1.6 1.7 1.3 1.7 1.7 1.9 1.6 1.8 1.4 1.6

Base: All participants who do not report to have a gun.



2.4 Other issues related with gun policy




18. How would you evaluate your experience to use a gun?
(all participants)

2 1 6 3
25 25 20 19
%
66 66 69 63 |
México Guadalajara  Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana Total
(408) (204) (163) (136) (109) (68) (68) (68) (136) (1,361)
B Extremely experienced (4) B Experienced (3) I Unexperienced (2) B Extremely unexperienced (1)
Average
Scale 1to 4. 1.4 1.4 1.3 1.4 1.4 1.6 1.5 1.4 1.5 1.4

Base: All participants



19. What is your opinion regarding the gun policy in some
places in the U.S. that allows citizens to own, carry, and use
guns? (all participants)

n - ; 7 " 1 B  E
7 11 & | 11

17 21
22 20
30
20
18 27
% 35
(o]
39
37
38 41
34
36
30
2L 16 14 15
Meéxico Guadalajara Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana Total
(408) (204) (163) (136) (109) (68) (68) (68) (136) (1,361)
B Completely agree (5) = Agree (4) Indifferent (3) B Disagree (2) B Completely disagree (1)
Average
Scale 1to 5 2.1 2.4 2.1 2.5 2.2 2.6 2.7 2.5 2.2 23

Base: All participants



20. How do you evaluate the policy proposal from Senator
Preciado that would allow guns to be legal in vehicles and
places of work in Mexico?

4 6 3 7 3 e 6 3 3 5
17 20 18 21 21 21
23 23 26
8
13 12 31 10
12
15 12 12 22
% = 39 17
= 30 o 37
37
49 43
32
28 28 28
19 25 25
7 11
Mexico City Guadalajara  Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana Total
(408) (204) (163) (136) (109) (68) (68) (68) (136) (1,361)
B Strongly favour (5) @ Somewhat favour (4) Indifferent (3) ™ Somewhat opposed B Strongly opposed (1)
Average
Scale 1to 5 2.2 2.6 2.4 2.5 2.3 3.1 2.7 2.6 2.4 24

Base: All participants



21. Senator Preciado has suggested that these permits
would be only for citizens who are physically and mentally
healthy, and with no criminal records. What would you think

about his proposal?

6 10 6

12
14 13 19
27 19 >
38 31
10 12 37
7 14
% 34
34
0 12 41 32
35
23
23 22 22 19
18 . 12 17
Mexico City Guadalajara Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana iTotaI
(408) (204) (163) (136) (109) (68) (68) (68) (136) (1,361)
B Strongly favour (5) B Somewhat favour (4) Neutral (3) B Somewhat oppose (2) B Strongly oppose (1)
Average
Scale 1t0 5 2.6 3.0 2.6 2.9 2.7 3.3 3.1 2.9 2.7 2.8

Base: All participants



22. What would happen to crime if Mexico expands the legal
possession of guns to places of work and automobiles?

40 39
50 47 53 50
%
=10 2 16 28 24
14

Mexico City Guadalajara  Monterrey Puebla Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria Tijuana ! Total

(408) (204) (163) (136) (109) (68) (68) (68) (136) (1,361)
B Crime would increase H Crime would stay in the same level H Crime would reduce © No answer

Base: All participants
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