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Background

In December 2017, the Injury Prevention

Journal published the results of the

First Mexican Survey on Gun Ownership.

This document contains the supplementary

material regarding the methodology, as well

as the key results on:

• Citizen’s knowledge regarding gun policy

• Estimated gun ownership

• Understanding the non-gun ownership

• Other issues related with gun policy
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Methodology

• The First Mexican Survey on Gun Ownership 2017 included 1,361 telephone

questionnaires across nine important cities in Mexico (approx. 150 participants per

city).

• Excluding their metropolitan areas, these nine cities are populated by 500,000

inhabitants or more.

• These nine cities sum 20,894,444 inhabitants in total, and concentrate

approximately one out of six Mexicans -as the national population is about 127

millions.
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Methodology

The geographical distribution of these cities aims to capture all the regional

dynamics of the country (i.e. the sample represents all regions: north, south, west

and southeast of Mexico).

• Mexico City

• Guadalajara

• Monterrey

• Puebla

• Tijuana

• Mérida

• Veracruz

• Oaxaca

• Ciudad Victoria

The survey uses weights. The results are accurate at the 95% confidence level,

and a margin of error of +/- 2.7%. The survey was conducted by the specialized

research firm Estadistica Aplicada.
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Age 18 to 30 31 to 50 51 to 65

% 41% 44% 15%

# 552 600 209

Methodology

Gender Female Male

% 51% 49%

# 694 667

N.S.E A/B/C+ C/C- D+/D

% 22% 36 42

# 301 489 571

City Mexico City Guadalajara Monterrey Puebla Tijuana Mérida Veracruz Oaxaca Victoria

% 30% 15 12 10 10 8 5 5 5

# 408 204 163 136 136 109 68 68 68
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2. Results
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2.1 Citizens’ knowledge regarding the Mexican gun policy
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111. ¿Conoce usted lo dispuesto en el artículo 10 de la Constitución Política de México? 

1. Do you know what does the Mexican Constitution 

protect in its 10th Article? 

Base: All participants

2

6

1

4

1

5
4

2
1

3

México City
(408)

Guadalajara
(204)

Monterrey
(163)

Puebla
(136)

Mérida
(109)

Veracruz
(68)

Oaxaca
(68)

Ciudad Victoria
(68)

Tijuana
(136)

Total (1,361)

%

Participants responding ‘yes’
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122. ¿Qué dispone el artículo 10 constitucional?

2. For those who answered yes, 

What does it say?

100

66

100
88

100

43

69

100

26

76

12

5

31

74

834

52

16

Mexico City
(6)

Guadalajara
(11)

Monterrey (2) Puebla
(5)

Mérida
(1)

Veracruz
(3)

Oaxaca
(2)

Ciudad
Victoria (1)

Tijuana
(2)

Total
(35)

The right to own a gun in your household Other Doesn’t know

Base: All who said they know

%
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133. ¿Qué tanto diría usted que conoce la regulación federal que existe en torno a la posesión de armas de fuego entre ciudadanos mexicanos?

3. How familiar are you with the legal framework                                                

on gun possession in Mexico?

Base: All participants

40 44
52 47

57

36 42
53 50 46

39
38

32
34

27

44
40

32 33 36

17 15 14 17 12
11

14 11 15 15

4 2 2 2
6

3 2 1 21 2 2 3 1 2 1 1

Mexico City
(408)

Guadalajara
(204)

Monterrey
(163)

Puebla
(136)

Mérida
(109)

Veracruz
(68)

Oaxaca
(68)

 Victoria
(68)

Tijuana
(136)

Total
(1,361)

Extremely familiar (4) Moderately familiar (3) Somewhat familiar (2) Slightly familiarity (1) Not at all familiar (0)

0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.7 1.0 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.8Average
(0 to 4): 

%
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144. Si un ciudadano mexicano desea poseer un arma de fuego en su domicilio, ¿Ante cuál de las siguientes instancias debe de iniciar el trámite? 

4. If a Mexican citizen wants to acquire a gun,

where should he/she go? (%)

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

Mexico City
(408)

Guadalajara
(204)

Monterrey
(163)

Puebla
(136)

Mérida
(109)

Veracruz
(68)

Oaxaca
(68)

Victoria
(68)

Tijuana
(136)

Total
(1,361)

Secretariat of National
Defense (SEDENA)

Secretariat of the
Interior (SEGOB)

Secretariat of the Navy
(SEMAR)

Secretariat of Finance
(SHCP)

Secretariat of Foreign
Affairs (SRE)

National Commission
for Security (CNS)

Base: All participants

%
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155. En México, ¿Es posible que un ciudadano tenga armas de fuego como las que tiene el Ejército o Fuerza Área mexicanos? Es decir, del mismo calibre. 

5. Can Mexican citizens possess firearms, 

as those used by the Army (i.e. same caliber)?

2 2 4 2 1 1 2 5 2 2

73 73
76 77 82 77

83 75
88

77

25 25 20 21 17 22
15 20

10
21

Mexico City
(408)

Guadalajara
(204)

Monterrey
(163)

Puebla
(136)

Mérida
(109)

Veracruz
(68)

Oaxaca
(68)

Victoria
(68)

Tijuana
(136)

Total
(1,361)

Yes No No answer

Base: All participants

%



Encuesta de opinión pública: Armas de Fuego

166. En general, ¿Qué tan de acuerdo está con la idea de que "Cualquier mexicano pueda poseer un arma de fuego como pistola, revolver, rifle, escopeta, etc."?

6. How much do you agree with the idea that any Mexican 

can possess a gun, such as pistol, revolver, shotgun, etc.?

27
17

26
14

24
10 11 12

19 21

37
42

43

44

47

39 42 37

52 42

7
9

7

10

11

7
11

5

3
8

24 27
21

24

14

34
26

37

22 24

5 5 3 8 4 10 10 9 4 5

Mexico City
(408)

Guadalajara
(204)

Monterrey
(163)

Puebla
(136)

Mérida
(109)

Veracruz
(68)

Oaxaca
(68)

     Victoria
(68)

Tijuana
(136)

Total
(1,361)

Strongly agree (5) Agree (4) Indifferent (3) Disagree (2) Strongly disagree (1)

Base: All participants

2.4 2.6 2.3 2.7 2.3 2.9 2.8 2.9 2.4 2.5Average
(1 to5): 

%
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2.2 Estimated gun ownership
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187. En su experiencia, ¿Conoce a alguien -vecino, amigo o familiar, que tenga un arma de fuego en su hogar, vehículo o lugar de trabajo?

7. Do you know someone (e.g. neighbor, friend or relative)  

who has a gun in their households, vehicles or places of work?

1 2 1 1

72 73
82

69 72 70
76 76

83
74

28 26
18

29 28 30
23 24

17
25

Mexico City
(408)

Guadalajara
(204)

Monterrey
(163)

Puebla
(136)

Mérida
(109)

Veracruz
(68)

Oaxaca
(68)

 Victoria
(68)

Tijuana
(136)

Total
(1,361)

Yes No No answer

%

Base: All participants
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198. ¿Cuenta usted, o alguien de su familia que viva en su mismo domicilio, con un arma de fuego? 

3 1 1

98 95 97 98 96 91 94 94 99 97

2 5 3 2 4 6 5 5 1 3

Mexico City
(408)

Guadalajara
(204)

Monterrey
(163)

Puebla
(136)

Mérida
(109)

Veracruz
(68)

Oaxaca
(68)

Victoria
(68)

Tijuana
(136)

Total
(1,361)

Yes No No answer

%

8. Do you, or a relative of you living in the same household, has a gun?

Base: All participants
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2011. ¿Cuántas armas hay en su domicilio? … ¿De qué tipo es (son) el (las) arma(s) de fuego? 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

Mexico City
(9)

Guadalajara
(9)

Monterrey
(4)

Puebla
(3)

Mérida
(4)

Veracruz
(4)

Oaxaca
(3)

Victoria
(3)

Tijuana
(1)

Total
(40)

1 gun 2 guns 3 guns 4 guns 5 guns

Base: All participants who said they have a gun

9. How many guns do you have at home?                                                       

(those who said they have)

%

1.0 1.3 2.1 2.4 1.2 1.1 1.7 1.0 1.0 1.4
Average
(1 to 5): 
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2112. ¿Con qué finalidad adquirió esta(s) arma(s) de fuego?

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

Mexico City
(9)

Guadalajara
(9)

Monterrey
(4)

Puebla
(3)

Mérida
(4)

Veracruz
(4)

Oaxaca
(3)

Victoria
(3)

Tijuana
(1)

Total
(40)

Self-defense Hunting Collection

10. Why did you obtain a gun? 

(those who said they have bought one or more)

%

Base: All participants who said they have a gun. More than one answer is considered.
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2213. ¿Dónde adquirió su última arma de fuego? 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

Mexico City
(9)

Guadalajara
(9)

Monterrey
(4)

Puebla
(3)

Mérida
(4)

Veracruz
(4)

Oaxaca
(3)

Victoria
(3)

Tijuana
(1)

Total
(40)

It was a gift (friend or relative) Mexican Army gun show Bought it (friend or relative) En una Localidad

Specialized store Informal market (bazar) In a gun show

11. How did you obtain your last gun? 

(those who said they have one)

Base: All participants who said they have a gun. 

%
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2314. ¿Hace cuánto tiempo adquirió su última arma de fuego? 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Mexico City
(9)

Guadalajara
(9)

Monterrey
(4)

Puebla
(3)

Mérida
(4)

Veracruz
(4)

Oaxaca
(3)

Victoria
(3)

Tijuana
(1)

Total
(40)

Less than one year One year ago Two-three years ago Four-five years ago Six-ten years ago More than 10 years ago

12. How long ago did you obtain your last gun? 

(those who said they bought one or more)

Base: All participants who said they have a gun. 

4.9 8.2 7.7 6.2 5.1 8.4 1.8 2.2 9.3 6.0Average years: 

%
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2415. ¿Recuerda cuál fue el costo aproximado de esta arma de fuego?

5,000

4,401

8,966
8,516

7,134

8,973

5,000

6,450

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

6,000

7,000

8,000

9,000

10,000

Mexico City
(9)

Guadalajara
(9)

Monterrey
(4)

Puebla
(3)

Mérida
(4)

Veracruz
(4)

Oaxaca
(3)

Victoria
(3)

Tijuana
(1)

Total
(40)

Don’t 
know

13. How much did you pay for your last gun? 

(those who said they bought one or more)

Base: All participants who said they have a gun. Prices in Mexican Pesos (1 British Pound = 23 Mexican Pesos. // 1 US Dollar = 17 Mexican Pesos)  

Don’t 
know
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2516. En su experiencia, ¿Qué tan fácil fue adquirir el arma de fuego? 

7

39

7

9 20

38

39

12

43

14

55

56

30

12
45

57

34

45 14

15

74

23
31

7

55
29

14

65

26

69

16

Mexico City
(9)

Guadalajara
(9)

Monterrey
(4)

Puebla
(3)

Mérida
(4)

Veracruz
(4)

Oaxaca
(3)

Victoria
(3)

Tijuana
(1)

Total (40)

Very easy (5) Easy (4) Regular (3) Difficult (2) Very difficult (1)

14. How easy was for you to get this gun? 

(those who said they bought one or more)

%

3.5 3.2 4.2 4.3 2.1 2.9 4.3 3.6 2.6 3.4
Average

Scale 1 to 5: 

Base: All participants who said they have a gun. 
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2617. ¿Qué tan dispuesto estaría usted en participar en un programa de "canje de armas", es decir, que cambie su arma por una tablet o vales de despensas ante una 
autoridad, si ésta le garantiza no hacer preguntas sobre el origen del arma? 

100

22

100

43 38

60

81

14

58

69

23

7

57

20

12

1

9

57

39 40

45

43

18

41

3

Mexico City
(9)

Guadalajara
(9)

Monterrey
(4)

Puebla
(3)

Mérida
(4)

Veracruz
(4)

Oaxaca
(3)

 Victoria
(3)

Tijuana
(1)

Total
(40)

Very interested (5) Interested (4) Indifferent (3) A bit interested (2) Not really interested (1)

15. How much would you be interested in participating in a ‘buy-back 

program’? (those who said they bought one gun or more)

1.0 2.0 1.0 2.7 2.4 2.2 1.3 4.0 2.9 1.9
Average

Scale 1 to 5: 

Base: All participants who said they have a gun. 

%
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2.3 Understanding the non-gun ownership
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289. ¿Por qué no tiene un arma actualmente en su domicilio? 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

Mexico City
(398)

Guadalajara
(195)

Monterrey
(159)

Puebla
(133)

Mérida
(104)

Veracruz
(63)

Oaxaca
(64)

Victoria
(65)

Tijuana
(135)

Total
(1,315)

I don’t need it Its hard to get it I don't like guns

I would need a permit I haven't thought about it It's dangerous

I don’t like violence It's not safe for children

Base: Entrevistados que no cuentan con un arma de fuego 

16. What are the main reasons for you not having a gun in 

your household? (those who do not report to have gun)

%
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2910. ¿Qué tan probable es que compre un arma en un futuro próximo? 

55 53

75

56 53 48
61

55
68

59

33
31

18

22 32

25

23
24

25

28

10 14
5

16
11

19

13

10

4
10

2 2 2 6 4 8 3 11 3 3

Mexico City
(398)

Guadalajara
(195)

Monterrey
(159)

Puebla
(133)

Mérida
(104)

Veracruz
(63)

Oaxaca
(64)

Victoria
(65)

Tijuana
(135)

Total
(1,315)

Likely / very likely (4) Neutral (3) Unlikely (2) Extremely unlikely (1)

17. How likely is for you to get a gun in the near future?

(those who do not report to have gun)

1.6 1.7 1.3 1.7 1.7 1.9 1.6 1.8 1.4 1.6
Average

Scale 1 to 4: 

Base: All participants who do not report to have a gun. 

%
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2.4 Other issues related with gun policy
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3119. Considerando la dificultad y el entrenamiento requerido, ¿Cómo evaluaría su capacidad para utilizar un arma de fuego? 

70 66
76 76

66
60

69 67 68 71

18 25
18

10 25

21

20 23 19
19

9 7 4
12

8

14
5

9 10 83 2 2 2 1 5 6 1 3 2

México
(408)

Guadalajara
(204)

Monterrey
(163)

Puebla
(136)

Mérida
(109)

Veracruz
(68)

Oaxaca
(68)

Victoria
(68)

Tijuana
(136)

Total
(1,361)

Extremely experienced (4) Experienced (3) Unexperienced (2) Extremely unexperienced (1)

18. How would you evaluate your experience to use a gun? 

(all participants)

Base: All participants

1.4 1.4 1.3 1.4 1.4 1.6 1.5 1.4 1.5 1.4
Average

Scale 1 to 4: 

%
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3220. En Estados Unidos la regulación en torno a la posesión de armas de fuego es bastante más laxa que en México. En Estados Unidos los ciudadanos que cuenten con 
una licencia de conducir tienen derecho a comprar, portar y usar un arma de fuego. ¿Qué tan de acuerdo está usted con esta política de Estados Unidos? 

36

14

27
21

28
16 14 15

30 26

35

50

46

37

45

38
34

41

39
40

19
22

19

20

15

18 27

30

20
20

8
12

5

17

7

21
21

11 8 11
2 2 3 5 5 7 4 3 3 3

México
(408)

Guadalajara
(204)

Monterrey
(163)

Puebla
(136)

Mérida
(109)

Veracruz
(68)

Oaxaca
(68)

Victoria
(68)

Tijuana
(136)

Total
(1,361)

Completely agree (5) Agree (4) Indifferent (3) Disagree (2) Completely disagree (1)

Base: All participants

2.1 2.4 2.1 2.5 2.2 2.6 2.7 2.5 2.2 2.3
Average

Scale 1 to 5 

19. What is your opinion regarding the gun policy in some 

places in the U.S. that allows citizens to own, carry, and use 

guns? (all participants)

%
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33
21. Recientemente, el Senador Jorge Luis Preciado del PAN presentó una iniciativa para hacer que comprar y portar un arma en México sea más fácil. El Senador Jorge 
Luis Preciado propone modificar la actual regulación para que los mexicanos puedan poseer armas no solamente en su domicilio, sino también en su negocio o 
automóvil, ¿Qué tan de acuerdo está usted con esta iniciativa del senador Jorge Luis Preciado? 

32
19

28 28 28

13
7 11

25 25

39

37

36
30

39

26
49 43

41 37

8

15

13
12

12

17

12
22

10
12

17
23

20
23

18

31

26
21 21 21

4 6 3 7 3 13 6 3 3 5

Mexico City
(408)

Guadalajara
(204)

Monterrey
(163)

Puebla
(136)

Mérida
(109)

Veracruz
(68)

Oaxaca
(68)

Victoria
(68)

Tijuana
(136)

Total
(1,361)

Strongly favour (5) Somewhat favour (4) Indifferent (3) Somewhat opposed Strongly opposed (1)

Base: All participants

20. How do you evaluate the policy proposal from Senator 

Preciado that would allow guns to be legal in vehicles and 

places of work in Mexico? 

2.2 2.6 2.4 2.5 2.3 3.1 2.7 2.6 2.4 2.4
Average

Scale 1 to 5 

%
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3423. El Senador Jorge Luis Preciado dice que solamente podrán portar armas aquellos que se examinen física y psicológicamente y no tengan antecedentes penales. Ante 
esto que él menciona, ¿Qué tan de acuerdo está usted con que se permita la posesión de armas a particulares en el hogar, negocio y domicilio?

23
16

22 18 22
9

19
12 17 19

34

26

33
30

34

23

25 35

41 32

10

10

9

7

12

12

7
14

7
10

27

38

30

31

19

37
29

27
25 29

6 10 6
14 13

19 20
12 10 10

Mexico City
(408)

Guadalajara
(204)

Monterrey
(163)

Puebla
(136)

Mérida
(109)

Veracruz
(68)

Oaxaca
(68)

 Victoria
(68)

Tijuana
(136)

Total
(1,361)

Strongly favour (5) Somewhat favour (4) Neutral (3) Somewhat oppose (2) Strongly oppose (1)

21. Senator Preciado has suggested that these permits 

would be only for citizens who are physically and mentally 

healthy, and with no criminal records. What would you think 

about his proposal?

Base: All participants

2.6 3.0 2.6 2.9 2.7 3.3 3.1 2.9 2.7 2.8
Average

Scale 1 to 5 

%
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3522. El argumento del Senador Jorge Luis Preciado es que, si los mexicanos tienen derecho a portar armas, les será más fácil defenderse de la delincuencia, ¿Usted cree 
que si los mexicanos pudieran portar armas en su hogar, negocio o automóvil, la delincuencia …? 

2 1 4 1 5 1 1 4 2 2

14
30

15
30

16 28 24 16 22 20

34

29

30

22

26

32

25
28

27 29

50
40

51 47
53

39
50 52 49 49

Mexico City
(408)

Guadalajara
(204)

Monterrey
(163)

Puebla
(136)

Mérida
(109)

Veracruz
(68)

Oaxaca
(68)

Victoria
(68)

Tijuana
(136)

Total
(1,361)

Crime would increase Crime would stay in the same level Crime would reduce No answer

22. What would happen to crime if Mexico expands the legal 

possession of guns to places of work and automobiles?

Base: All participants

%
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