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Workshop	Agenda	
Intro:	Who	we	are	
Part	I:	Overview	of	Policies	
•  U.S.	policies	impacHng	human	rights	in	Mexico	
&	Central	America	

Part	II:	How	to	make	your	message	heard		
•  Research,	Organize	&	Communicate,	Follow-up	
•  Dos	&	Don’ts	
•  Roleplay	
•  Resources	









U.S.	–	Mexico	Security	Assistance:	Merida	Ini(a(ve	

•  Main	U.S.	security	
assistance	package	to	
Mexico	

	
•  Nearly	$2.9	billion	since	
FY	2008	for	the	war	on	
drugs		

	
•  Military-military	
assistance	mainly	
through	DOD	now	

•  Human	rights	
condi(ons	on	15%	of	
aid	

	

Source:	hXps://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R41349.pdf		



•  End	military	assistance	to	
Mexico,	incl.	any	assistance	
encouraging	a	military	role	in	law	
enforcement.	

	
•  Stop	expor(ng	weapons	to	

Mexican	military	and	police.	
	
•  Stop	pressuring	and	supporHng	

border	militariza(on	at	Mexico’s	
southern	border.	

•  Enforce	human	rights	
condi(ons,	suspending	
assistance	Hed	to	condiHons	unHl	
advances.	

U.S.	–	Mexico	Security	Assistance:	Merida	
Ini(a(ve	



U.S.	Strategy	for	Engagement	in	Central	America	

Source:	
U.S.	Strategy	for	Engagement	in	Central	America:	Policy	
Issues	for	Congress,	2017		

•  Largest	U.S.	
assistance	package	to	
Central	America	since	
1980s	

	
•  Security	assistance	

piece-Central	
America	Regional	
Security	Ini(a(ve	
(CARSI)	

	
•  Human	rights	

condi(ons	on	50%	of	
assistance		

•  Migra(on	condi(ons	
on	25%	of	assistance	



U.S.	Strategy	for	Engagement	in	Central	America	
•  End	military	assistance	to	Guatemala,	Honduras	and	El	Salvador,	incl.	any	assistance	

encouraging	a	military	role	in	law	enforcement.	
	
•  Enforce	human	rights	condi(ons	on	U.S.	assistance	to	Guatemala,	Honduras	and	El	

Salvador,	suspending	assistance	(ed	to	condi(ons	un(l	advances.	

•  Oppose	U.S.	assistance	to	harsh	and	ineffec(ve	counter-narco(cs	assistance	in	
Central	America.	



How	to	get	your	message	heard	
•  Research	your	Representa(ves	&	Senators	
– Research	policy	posiHons,	personal	connecHons/	
special	interests,	press	coverage,	social	media	

– Contact	info-D.C.	&	In-district	office		
– Sign	up	for	email	updates,	events,	news	alerts,	etc.	
– Find	out	commiXee	assignments	(AppropriaHons,	
Foreign	Affairs,	Homeland	Security,	Judiciary,	Armed	
services,	etc.)	



How	to	get	your	message	heard	
•  Organize	&	Communicate	
•  IdenHfy	issue	&	talking	points	
•  Strength	in	numbers	
•  Organize	in	district	meeHngs	
•  AXend	town	halls	&	local	events	
• Make	calls	&	write	leXers,	op-eds	
•  Follow-up	
	



How	to	get	your	message	heard	
•  DO	use	personal	stories	to	make	a	point.	
•  DO	bring	short	materials-fact	sheets,	reports,	
peHHons.	

•  DO	relate	situaHons	in	their	home	state	or	district	to	
legislaHon.		

	
•  DON’T	overload	a	meeHng	with	too	many	issues.			
•  DON’T	expect	staffers	or	members	to	be	specialists.		
•  DON’T	forget	to	follow-up.	
	

	



Sample	Dear	Colleague	LeXers	
•  Rep.	Lowenthal,	Ayotzinapa	Anniversary,	Sept.	2018,	
hXp://bit.ly/2DBcgUO	,	“Congressman	Lowenthal,	House	
Colleagues,	Call	for	Truth	and	JusHce	on	the	4th	Anniversary	of	
Mexican	Students’	Disappearance”	

•  Rep.	Ellison,	May	2018,	hXps://bit.ly/2tKHOQS,	Mx	security	
“We	write	to	urge	you	to	conduct	a	fill	and	public	assessment	of	
U.S.	security	assistance	to	Mexico.	We	are	concerned	that	U.S.	
hinds	may	be	furthering	cycles	of	violence	and	enabling	human	
rights	violaHons	by	the	Mexican	military.	
•  Rep.	Lowenthal,	June	2017,	hXps://bit.ly/2m0dywZ,	Tillerson,	

Plan	Frontera	Sur	
•  Rep.	Ellison,	Dec.	2017,	Honduras	Elec(ons,	

hXps://ellison.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/leXer-
on-honduras-elecHons,		

	
	



Resources	
•  LAWG-www.lawg.org		
•  Security	Assistance	Monitor	hXps://
securityassistance.org			

•  Indivisible	Guide-hXps://indivisible.org/guide		
•  Congressional	Research	Service-hXps://
crsreports.congress.gov/	



Thank	you!	


