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In March 2015, the Department of State notified Congress of a Direct Commercial Sales license
agreement for Sig Sauer, Inc. to sell Sig Sauer rifles and pistols for the Mexican military and federal
and state police forces, for a value of up to $266 million.1 The license is valid until February 2024,
according to a portion of it released by the Mexican Navy.
The State Department clarified that only $1.1 million of the agreement is for services, technical data,
and other materials; the remaining $265 million is for “kits” to assemble semi-automatic pistols and
submachine guns.2 Based on unit costs for Sig Sauer weapons acquired by the Mexican Navy since
2015,3 the full execution of this agreement would mean the transfer of nearly 200,000 firearms – an
enormous amount.
According to Mexico’s formal declarations under the Arms Trade Treaty, Sig Sauer delivered 12,236
firearms to Mexico in 2015-2017: 3,179 assault rifles; 696 machine guns; and 8,361 pistols.4
Mexican Navy marines practiced using Sig Sauer MPX submachine guns, capable of firing 850 rounds
a minute, at a joint exercise with U.S. forces in Camp Pendleton, California in July 2018.5
As of September 2018, Sig Sauer and other New Hampshire manufacturers had exported $33 million in
guns and gun parts to Mexico since March 2015, according to Census Bureau trade records — meaning
that Sig Sauer has at least $232 million left in sales to make before its license expires in 2024.6
The U.S. exported on average $30 million annually in firearms and gun parts to Mexico in 2013-2017.7
The Mexican Secretariat of National Defense (SEDENA, the Mexican Army) also acquired an
unknown number of Sig Sauer pistols in 2008 – presumably from an earlier agreement.8
Sig Sauer, Inc., with production facilities in Newington, New Hampshire, is incorporated in Delaware
and affiliated with Sig Sauer in Germany. Its five-member board of directors includes two German
nationals who live in Germany.9
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SEDENA is the entity in Mexico that receives all arms imports on behalf of federal, state, and local
police forces, as well as for ministerial police and the Army itself.
From 2006 to 2016, SEDENA itself sold 12,541 Sig Sauer firearms (rifles and pistols) to police and
private entities, for nearly $10 million, according to SEDENA. Nearly two third of these (8,099) were
transferred to state and local police in 2014-2016, including in states with extensive charges of police
collusion with organized crime, such as Chihuahua, Veracruz, Tamaulipas, and Morelos. The states
where police received the greatest number of Sig Sauer firearms since 2006 were Mexico State (2,319),
Michoacán (2,005), Hidalgo (1,369), Querétaro (736), and Tamaulipas (508).10
Between 2007 and August 2015, SEDENA purchased and distributed 4,624 Sig Sauer pistols, including
2,832 pistols to state and local police forces. The remaining 1,792 pistols were re-sold by SEDENA to
private security companies, to the Bank of Mexico, and to private individuals.11
According to the Department of State, it imposes no geographic restrictions on weapons that the United
States exports to Mexico. The Department of State reviews arms export license applications, and may
deny transactions outright based on credible reports of human rights violations by the end users of the
weapons, although there is no indicate that it has done so. In addition, the arms export license does not
contain within it an exclusion of Mexican police or military units as end users.12
U.S. officials conduct some inspections of weapons transferred to Mexican armed forces, known as
Blue Lantern inquiries. Of 52 Blue Lantern checks on U.S.-transferred firearms in Mexico from 2010
through 2016, Mexico failed (findings were “unfavorable”) 17 inquiries – nearly a third of them. The
reasons include inaccurate inventories and non-responsiveness of weapons recipients.13
Firearms also arrive in Mexico illegally, especially through trafficking over the border from the United
States. It was one such illegally-trafficked pistol used in the killing of Marisela Escobedo, the mother of
a murdered young woman who was holding a protest vigil at the state government building in
Chihuahua in 2010 when she was killed with a Sig Sauer 9mm pistol. The murderer reportedly admitted
that he had killed 11 other people with the same weapon.14

Sig Sauer, Inc. and the Trump Administration
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As Donald Trump prepared to launch his presidential campaign, he visited Sig Sauer headquarters in
New Hampshire. His sons Eric and Donald Jr. and toured Sig Sauer in February 2016, and posed for
photos with the Sig Sauer representatives at the Shot Show in Las Vegas in January 2016.15
In August 2016, Sig Sauer donated $100,000 to GunVote, a PAC that campaigned actively for the
candidacy of Donald Trump.16
In January 2017, Sig Sauer contracted with Bob Grand, an associate of Vice-President Mike Pence, and
his partner Craig Burkhardt to lobby for U.S. exports of firearms.17

Other Information
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Other U.S. weapons producers also sell firearms to Mexican armed forces and police, though in much
smaller quantities than the 2015 Sig Sauer agreement.18
o Colt Defense was licensed to sell a thousand 5.56mm Carbine rifles for use by Mexican state forces in
April 2015, for $3 million.
o Glock was licensed to sell 11,231 pistols (mostly 9mm) to the Mexican military for resale to other
police and military entities in Mexico in February 2016.
o US Ordnance, Inc. was licensed to sell a million dollars worth of grenade launchers and machine guns
for use by the Mexican Navy in February 2016.
U.S. companies have sold billions of dollars worth of military equipment and weaponry besides
firearms since 2012, including Blackhawks, other aircraft, and thousands of HUMVEEs.19
Other nations also sell firearms to the Mexican armed forces, including Italy, Israel, and Sig Sauer’s
country of origin, Germany, which restricts arms exports to Mexico.

This fact sheet was updated in November 2018 by the project on U.S. Arms in Mexico, of Global Exchange. For more
information, see www.stopusarmstomexico.org, or contact John Lindsay-Poland at johnlindsaypoland@gmail.com.
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