Guide to using U.S. Census Bureau online trade data

to research U.S. gun exports
https://usatrade.census.gov

The U.S. Census Bureau (USCB) publishes monthly data on the value of U.S exported commodities,
since 2002, that is extraordinarily fine-grained, and easy to use. The online platform yields data on
exports by commodity (for firearms, broken down by type, guns or parts, ammo and explosives, for
civilian and military arms), time period, country exported to, state exported from, and port of egress.
Users can easily generate spreadsheets to download.

The USCB platform has dollar values but not numbers of items exported; for that, go to
https://dataweb.usitc.gov/. USCB also doesn’t identify companies. Companies that export guns,
types and numbers exported (though not to where) are reported annually (delayed a year) in the
Annual Firearms Manufacturers and Export Report at www.atf.gov/resource-center/data-statistics.

First, go to usatrade.census.gov and register to create an account.

<« c @ @ & https://usatrade.census.gov Ve w Searc n @

U5, Department o Commarce | Biog)

TOPICS GEOGRAPHY  LIBRARY DAT SURVEYS/PROGRAMS ~ NEWSROOM  ABOUT US
Population, Economy  Mape, Products  fographics, Publicaions  Tools, Dovelopers  Rospond, Survey Data News,Blogs  Our Research
USA Trade Online
Census API Update
Subscribers Sign-in
Latest Interational Trade Data
JERETEE Wortpop ok

MITR

et Profile of Companies
1B GeT EmAIL UPOATES

Avou Ush T Onina

The Official Source of Trade Statistics Changes to USA Trade Online
Provided by the US. UsA UsA FREE to allusers.

cumulative U.S. export and import data. With , USA USA Trade Oniine, you can sign up for your FREE account by
diflerent awide range felds. Manu clcking on the * Sign-Up Now” button.

and their ¥ and
per research tasks. igh this tool can

For more details please clck here.

vl colorfl data
i data are updated elease of the latest U.S. Intemational Trade in Goods and

United States®
C TOPICS GEOGRAPHY LIBRARY DATA SURVEYS/PROGRAMS
Bureau Population, Economy Maps, Products Infographics, Publications Tools, Developers Respond, Survey Data
{ ~rew | USA Trade Home --> Data Source Selection
Public reports My reports My selection sets
i =
q Data Source Selection

Welcome to USA Trade Online.

Data are available through September 2018

Harmonized System (HS) District-level Data Exports Imports
. HS Port-level Data @ Exports Imports
g State Export Data (Origin of Movement) @ HS NAICS
State Import Data (State of Destination) @ HS NAICS
: NAICS District-level Data 3 Exports and Imports

Quick Reports

| Top Trading Partners ] Go

3

For the purposes of this guide, select “State Export Data — HS”, which tracks exports by U.S. state.



On the left side, you’ll see a menu for choosing “State,” “Commodity,” “Country” and “Time.’

Choose “Country” to choose which country receiving U.S. exports you want data on.
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USA Trade Home --> Data Source Selection --> Report Contents --> Report ‘
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Select “Time” to choose the time frame you want data for. You can expand years to select months

within those years.
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Select “Commodity”. For weapons exports, scroll down to “93 — Arms and Ammunition”

You can expand “93” to see and select categories — military weapons (9301), handguns (9302), long
guns (9303), other firearms (9304), firearm parts (9305), ammo and explosives (9306).

For definitions of categories: https://www.foreign-trade.com/reference/hscode.htm?code=93
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Select “State” to choose the exporting U.S. state(s) you want data on (or “all states” for all of U.S.).
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Click on the blue “Report” link at the top to generate a report on what you’ve selected, yielding this

Report contents
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The generated report is usually not wholly visible until you click to “Rearrange report” under the

“chart” box.
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You can organize the spreadsheet by choosing what you want in rows or columns.
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For “Download format™ choose .csv or another format.

Report contents

Instructions:
Click on dimension names below to change or edit
report contents

Download report data to:

Download format: | + XML spreadsheet for Excel (*xmi)
Comma-delimited ASCII format (*csv)
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For “Data format” choose “Multi-dimensional” or another format. Then enter your email address,

and click OK.

Report contents
nstructions:
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Download report data to:

Comma-delimited ASCII format (* csv)
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The report will be emailed to your computer. When you open it, it will look something like this:

State Exports by HS Commodities-2.csv
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From the Excel spread sheet, you can generate a chart from the data to illustrate it.
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This guide was produced in November 2018 by the Stop US Arms to Mexico project:
stopusarmstomexico.org. For information, contact John Lindsay-Poland,
johnlindsaypoland@gmail.com.



